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inform Mr. Majendie of his inattention and let him know he must be more
careful for the future.
38.    The  President  and  Council  of Fort  St.   George  having  employed
Mr. Dalrymple, one of our covenant servants on that establishment, to explore
the Eastern Seas,  and he having entered into some  engagements with the
Sultan of Xolo4, we have thought proper on account of many difficulties which
have occurred, for the present to decline engaging the Company in a trade
to that and other circumjacent islands ; it would therefore without an express
prohibition lie open to our servants and others trading under our protection.
But as we have too much reason to apprehend that adventures of this kind
may be undertaken by men of desperate fortunes, who by their imprudent
and violent conduct are apt to enter into broils with the natives and leave
impressions on their minds in no wise advantageous to the character of the
nation, it is therefore our meaning and express orders that none be suffered
to trade in those seas without a particular pass or licence for that purpose from
you or one of our other Presidencies (to whom we now give the like caution).
And if ever you should attempt or permit any such trade to be undertaken,
we charge you to be extremely careful that such persons only be employed
whose prudence you can rely on, that so the natives may not be alienated
from us nor cause of jealousy be given to the Dutch or Spaniards.
39.    When we consider the very heavy expence that falls on the Company
in building the New Fort, and that it is designed for the general benefit and
security of the whole settlement, we think it but just and reasonable that the
inhabitants should contribute a proportion of the expence.   We are not suffi-
ciently informed of the number of the inhabitants or their abilities to bear it,
but give you this general observation, leaving it to you to consider the mode
of doing it in the manner the most equitable and the least burthensorne to
the poorer class.   And it is proper here to observe that a temporary assess-
ment or contribution was voluntarily submitted to by the inhabitants in the
year   1743  to defray the expence  of a  ditch made  to  secure the town of
Calcutta against the invasions of the Morattas, which may be some guide
to you in considering our said recommendation.
40.    Your intention of easing us of the large expence of the construction
of a fort at Burdwan is satisfactory by agreeing according to plans presented
on the means of effectually securing the factory from any
Lre. from llth       sudden irruptions of a country force, though no estimate
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We persuade ourselves the matter could not have been
determined unless the charges were previously well considered of, and this
according to former orders is a rule never to be departed from, that expensive
buildings may not be begun before their cost has been perfectly ascertained.
41.    On this occasion you speak of plans having been laid before you, and
in several former instances have done the like, which leads us to observe that
a very slight respect has been  shewn to  the frequently
repeated orders given for transmitting copies of all such as
have been and shall be made and laid before the Board, which has only been
done of the works at Calcutta and the survey of Chittagonfg], yet it' has appear-
ed to us that such have been in private custody here, particularly the survey of